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“Spiritual Trail Blazers”
Back then, the cooler days of September gradually
gave way to the shorter daylight hours of fall and winter. The sun would set way too early. We went from
sweaters, to jackets, to winter coats. Seasonal
change required some planning and you didn’t want to
be caught without the wood pile stacked high and the
cistern full.
In Arizona, the winter months are a welcome relief
from those lingering hot summer days. One looks forward to cool nights and cooler mornings. Each successive year that we have lived in the Southwest,
seems to cause the soul to grown more and more fond
of seasonal change.
Perhaps there’s a spiritual lesson to be learned from
how we view seasonal change. Although each day of
each year of life has the potential to add positively to
our spiritual growth, we often wait for some major spiritual event, like a seasonal change, to move us forward. It is as if we find ourselves stuck in some phase
of our spiritual growth and are waiting for God to adjust
the schedule.
God’s gift of free will allows us to make personal decisions about spiritual growth. There is something to be
said for trusting in the Lord for spiritual insight, but we
often put ourselves in a spiritual holding pattern waiting for God to give us a clear sign. We somehow believe that our spiritual growth is “all” up to God. We
forget that we live in the presence of the Holy Spirit.
We have a counselor and spiritual advocate who can
guide us to new levels of growth and awareness.
I believe God provides each of us the necessary, timely insight to move forward spiritually. If we are not
moving on to new levels of spiritual development, it is
probably because we are waiting on God to announce
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Out On a Mission

Pastor Doug Reynolds topardon2538@gmail.com
563-505-6387
Sunday Worship
10 a.m.
Fellowship time follows worship
4645 W. Bell Rd
Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone: 602-978-2281
office@missionbellumc.com
www.missionbellumc.com
Office hours—MondayThursday 8:30 -11:30 am
Fri Office closed
Appointments with Pastor
available upon request.

Pastor’s Corner Con’t
a season of spiritual change in our lives.
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Have you ever felt like you were called to blaze new spiritual trails into unknown dimensions of life? You might have become excited about how God was calling you to a new
walk of faith. Then a friend cautioned you to think things through. “There is no sense getting too radical”! Wait for God to clearly guide you forward. Although you felt God’s nudging you forward, your friend might be right. “Wait and see”. All the signs were there but
you took the advise of a friend rather than trust the leading of the Holy Spirit.
The nature of spiritual growth is that it may not be right for someone else. God calls each
person according to his or her gifts and talents. When God calls you, it is not about you.
God knows your heart and your ability. God doesn’t herd his people, he calls each one by
name.
Here’s where I find the ‘seasonal change’ equivalent to spiritual development: there is no
specific season in which we are called to grow in faith and action. For some, God called
them yesterday. For others, the call is for today. The question is, “Do we trust in the leading of the Holy Spirit to guide us into unknown spiritual dimensions”? Do we believe that
God knows his business and our readiness? Are we willing to step out in faith with only a
staff in one hand and the Holy Spirit holding the other?
There is no right season for a spiritual adventure. Every season offers some opportunity to
step out in faith. We do not have to wait for someone else to tell us what God desires from
us. We do, however, have to be willing to trust in the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Jesus
said, “Remember, I will be with you until the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). And later he
says, “I will send the Holy Spirit. He cannot come while I am with you”. (John 14). The
Holy Spirit is Christ with us……here, now and always.
God’s presence is among us, counseling and guiding us as we move forward in faith to unknown spiritual dimensions.
Rarely do I write a message that is strictly for the reader. Most of the time it is firstly for
my edification. God speaks to me through my writings.

KEEPING YOU UPDATED. Following are minutes from a recent
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meeting held to vote on front lawn issue.
ALL CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - September 15, 2019

A special congregational meeting was advertised on September 1 and 8th to be held on September 15, 2019 following
worship. The meeting was held for the purpose addressing proposals which would improve the appearance of the
front lawn area of Mission Bell United Methodist church.
AGENDA:
1) Item - To review and approve one of the proposals (two proposals were presented) for enhancing the
looks of the church’s front yard area.
2) Item – Contingent upon approving one of the proposals presented, the church body will vote on expending Memorial Funds for the cost of improving the front lawn.
PRESIDING: Tony Lee (Lead for the Single Board Governance Team) will preside over the meeting.
PROCESS:
1) Judi Kimbrell, (chair of the front lawn beautification committee), assisted by Chad Lentz, presented two
possible scenarios for improving the front lawn (see attached).
a) Plan A - Restore natural grass to the 2200 square feet of front lawn at a cost of $28,000 for sod or
soil and seeding. The front yard was originally grass until the church couldn’t afford the cost of watering and maintaining. The projected annual cost of maintenance and reseeding would be approximately
$ 8,400.
b) Plan B - Rock the front lawn (preserving the purpose retention) and use weed control to maintain the
rock at a cost of $15,500 ($2,000 annually for weed control).
ACTION TAKEN: After much discussion, a motion to approved Plan B was passed with a majority of
those voting (38 present: 34 for and 4 against).
2) Judi Kimbrell recommended the used of Memorial Fund monies to pay for the project. It was also recommended that those who wished to support the project could also make a donation specific to Plan B. The majority of the money in the Memorial Fund was provided via an insurance policy taken out by Fran Dean with
the church as the beneficiary.
ACTION TAKEN: A majority of those present voted in favor of using Memorial Fund monies to fund
the project (33 were in favor with 5 voting against).
Pastor Doug Reynolds concluded the meeting with prayer.
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
The Property Management Team has completed the repairs to the
slab leak of the water system and we are hopeful this will end our
water woes.
The front lawn work started on Wednesday 9/25 and should be
completed very soon weather permitting.
The fire extinguishers on the church campus will be inspected and
serviced on 9/26. We will do a better job doing inspections in a
timely manner.
Some cosmetic items and lighting upgrades completed as well.
We have been busy this summer putting out fires i.e. water leaks
etc. Hopefully there is light at the end of the tunnel.
Glory to God, Property Management Team
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Another “Guess Who”
Our mystery person was born in Berlinton Iowa and was raised on a farm there. Funny memory is – went bareback
riding with best friend on a pony. While moving pretty fast on the pony, a dog barked and startled the pony who
came to an abrupt halt. The two friends went sailing through the air. I’m guessing they came to a hard ending. Hahaha!!!
Even though they lived on a farm, our mystery person attended regular schools. Right after high school graduation,
he/she took off with friends, in a 39 Ford, for an extended vacation. They traveled in TX, NM, CA and ended up in Las
Vegas. An uncle got them passes onto Nellis Air Force Base where they were able to see the famous “Thunderbirds”
flying group. In fact, they even got to sit in the cockpit of one of the Thunderbird’s planes. What a thrill! Obviously
impressed, our mystery person and one of the friends joined the Air Force a month later under the “buddy system”.
Off to basic training in TX and then training as a jet/reciprocation mechanic. (Yes, I had to ask what a reciprocation
mechanic was. Answer – prop engine!)

There was a fair amount of dating going on once in the military. In fact, while in Boise, a double date happened and
that is where our mystery person met his later to be “love of my life”. Another funny story------So, our mystery person was coming home from a date, and as often happened, was at the bottom of the stairs “making out” with the
date. Little did they know that there was an audience, at the top of the stairs, watching. A member of the audience
liked the way the kissing went and was interested in the mystery person----liked the way he/she kissed actually. And,
the two were soon dating. Then our mystery person made a huge mistake! While away from the area, had a date
with another person. Needless to say, word got around and when returning home he/she found the front yard
littered with some of his/her personal items. Guess a lesson was learned.
Eleven days before the first enlistment was up, the military extended his/her enlistment by a year. That sure ruined
plans as our mystery person didn’t want to get married while in the service, so had to wait a whole year to get married. Ugh!!!!
The wedding happened, and trade school happened and life began for the couple. They moved to Phoenix after the
trade school graduation. While in Phoenix, they lived in the Maryvale area so attended Epworth UMC. As children
came along and the Maryvale area began to decline, they moved north and found Mission Bell UMC (which was
meeting in a school at the time). They were greeted by people who also had attended Epworth, as well as by Pat and
Leroy Stulce and felt at home. They were in attendance when the first shovel dug in the ground at our current location and our mystery person says he’ll be at Mission Bell until forever…

If you haven’t figured out who our mystery person is, especially after I told you it was a “he”, think again. Or let me
introduce you to Darwin Wunnenberg, who sings in our choir and is married to Phyllis. Their girls attended Mission
Bell and were members of our youth groups. They are grown now and have families of their own. Every now and
again, they visit us as well. We are blessed to have him and them in our family.
Final Funny story-----the minister who married Phyllis and Darwin said “This will never last”. Boy was he wrong!!!!!!
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Upcoming Events………..

Fall Festival &

and

Trunk or Treat
Sat. Oct. 26th

Fall Festival and Yard Sale
8:00 am to 3:00 pm
If you can help in any way
Contact Billie Kingsley (Festival)
602-541-0663

Brat1930@yahoo.com
Or Diane Jones (Yard Sale)
602-708-2641

Sun. Oct. 27th 2-3pm
at Sunburst Paradise
Park. Decorate your
trunk including candy
or other treats to
bring a bit of fall to
our neighborhood.

Getting ready for World Communion Sunday: October 6,
2019
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Ofelia Duldalao, from the Philippines, considers herself a scholar of the church and society, thanks to funds received
through the United Methodist World Communion Sunday special offering to help her complete graduate school.
World Communion Sunday began in 1936 as a way to recognize our ecumenical oneness in Christ and to bring Christians
together in a spirit of unity and peace. In The United Methodist Church, congregations throughout the denomination will
also receive a Special Sunday offering that helps students from around the world reach their full potential through scholarships and mentoring.
For example, the scholarship helped Annie Solis Escalante, who is from Peru, complete a master’s degree in social management. After graduation, she put her education to use by developing projects with the Health and Healing Program of
the World Council of Churches in Geneva.
As we prepare for World Communion Sunday this year, I pray we will allow the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to the global nature of the church. Please be in prayer with the scholars who are recipients of the education made possible through
this special offering. Thank you for your generosity.

Connecting and supporting united Methodists globally
Often, United Methodist pastors are burdened with debt resulting from loans to complete seminary. Or worse, they are
prevented from answering their call to ministry because they aren’t equipped to face what may seem an overwhelming
financial obligation. On Oct. 6, our congregation will address this concern through our World Communion Sunday special
offering.

In The United Methodist Church, World Communion Sunday is one of six Special Sundays with offerings. On the first Sunday in October, our designated gifts benefit students around the world by providing scholarships, mentoring and training.
The Rev. Nickie Moreno Howard received the Journey Toward Ordained Ministry Scholarship, funded through the World
Communion Sunday Offering. In addition to financial support, Moreno Howard, a Texas native of Mexican heritage, was
mentored and met others experiencing similar life struggles. Following her graduation, she became a JTOM mentor, supporting a new class of scholars.
The spirit of World Communion Sunday is to come together in Christian unity around the breaking bread and sharing the
cup. In our Wesleyan tradition, we extend this practice through our special offering. Please give generously on Oct. 6.
Thank you.

Raising up new leaders to transform the world
Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world.”
On World Communion Sunday, Oct. 6, we will receive a special offering to support scholars in their education. Because of
our giving on World Communion Sunday, the most powerful tool to change the world is in more hands.
In The United Methodist Church, World Communion Sunday is one of six Special Sunday offerings. On the first Sunday in
October, our designated gifts benefit students around the world by providing scholarships, mentoring and training.
As we come together to receive Holy Communion along with Christians around the world, we recognize our unity and
shared commitment to building God’s kingdom on earth. Together, we help raise up new leaders around the world,
equipping them to be agents of change. Please give generously on Oct. 6.
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Christian Education
Our Adult Bible Study class is continuing with Rev. Andy Stanley’s
“Ask it series.” --this has been a GREAT class for helping us to make
Wise Decisions based on:
1.

In light of my past experiences, what is the wise thing for me to do?

2.

In light of my current circumstances, what is the wise thing for me to do?

3.

In light of my future hopes and dreams, what is the wise thing to do?

We’ll be continuing with this class through the first two weeks in
October and then starting a new series.
Co-facilitators, Ethel Reynolds and Jim Truscott.

Join us!

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES TRAINING—PHOENIX
Oct. 11@ 5:00pm—Oct. 12 @ 5:00
First UMC—Phoenix
5510 N. Central Ave.

Phoenix, Az 85012
Courses offered: Dancing With Words….In this course participants will learn
what constitutes a good story, discover storytelling styles, learn the techniques of effective storytelling, and practice creating stories form their experiences. Participant manual: Dancing With Words, Ray Buckley.
Life together in the UM Connection (Policy)….this course gives
participants an overview of the structure and organization of the UM Church.
A copy of the 2016 Book of Discipline is recommended for this course. Participant manual: The method of Our Mission by Laceye C. Warner
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A practice day change!!!!!!!!! To facilitate the schedule

changes of several members starting Sunday, October 6th
choir will practice from 8:45am to 9:45am in the choir
room. We will no longer be practicing on Tuesdays.
So…..this might make it easier for some additional folks to
join us on Sunday mornings. Give us a try especially with
holidays just around the corner.
Save the dates:
Advent study coming up facilitated by Pastor Doug.

Monday, December 2, 9, 16, 23 from 7
-8:16pm. Book entitled, “The Good, The
Bad, and the Ugly” by Richard Wilke. ($7.79)
Spend a bit of time strengthening your spiritual journey at a special time of year. Time
well spent.
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MISSIONS

September: 48 bags given out serving 136 people.
What a rewarding month in the food pantry. We saw many new
faces!
Food Pantry is open 1st & 3rd Sunday’s. Hours are 8am-9:30am. We
want to thank those that volunteer to work in the Pantry. The Pantry
would not be open without you. Your work of marking off bar codes,
counting inventory, stocking shelves, and filling bags all with smiles
when the Pantry is open is amazing.
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OCTOBER 2019
Mon

Tue

1

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

Church-wide
mtg with Dist
Supt, Nancy
Cushman. 7pm
6
Food Pantry
Choir Prac 8:45am
S 9am
Church 10am
( World Wide Communion/ pocket
posse)
Fellowship Time

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

7

22

23

24

25

CRAFT/

Choir prac 8:45am
SS 9am
Church Service
10am
Fellowship Time

20
Food Pantry 8:00am
Choir Prac 8:45am
SS 9am
Church Service
10am
Fellowship Time

YARD SALE
SBGT 7pm

27Choir Prac 8:45am 28

8-3
29

30

31

SS 9am Church
Service 10am

TRUNK OR
TREAT 2PM

***For AA meetings, check with the office

