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“Just when one thinks things can’t get any more confusing….the
other shoe drops.” That was a comment from a parishioner talking about the United Methodist ‘state of affairs’. And, it seems,
many would agree.

•

PASTOR’S CORNER

•

SBGT

•

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

September
is the special, follow-up meeting to the regular
2019 Desert Southwest Annual Conference. As a result of the
2016 General Conference the course of direction for the greater
Methodist church was altered and a plan of action for the 2020
General Conference is required.

•

GUESS WH0

•

FALL FAIR & YARD SALE

•

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

•

CHOIR

•

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

On September 14th the attendees at the Special Annual Conference -DSUMC will be tasked with voting on a number of resolutions which address the actions taken at the 2016 General Conference. This is an abbreviated list; a more comprehensive document is available at the church office.

•

SPECIAL VOTE AFTER SERVICE

•

MISSIONS

•

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES

•

CALENDAR

14th

1) Adopt a theological statement which expresses the
openness of the Methodist Church to all persons.
2) Adopt a statement of affirmation encouraging ‘people
to live from the integrity of their core beliefs about God
and God’s call to discipleship.
3) Acknowledgment that, while showing respect for cultural difference, the Desert Southwest Conference will
work with the Wester Jurisdiction to allow the General
Discipline to be change and adapted to reflect the core
beliefs of the conference.
4) Grant authority to the Bishop and Conference Leadership to make every effort to preserve our unity.
5) Conference Leadership will renounce divisive and destructive strategies which the Desert Southwest Conference deems inconsistent with foundational biblical principles, denominational history, and the core value of loving our neighbors as ourselves.
6) Bishop Hoshibata shall be in dialogue with the Central
Conference to create a structure where the United States
Conferences and Central Conference would vote sepa-

rately, while continuing to work together to support mission and ministry around the world.

Out On a Mission

Pastor Doug Reynolds topardon2538@gmail.com
563-505-6387
Sunday Worship
10 a.m.
Fellowship time follows worship
4645 W. Bell Rd
Glendale, AZ 85308
Phone: 602-978-2281
office@missionbellumc.com
www.missionbellumc.com
Office hours—MondayThursday 8:30 -11:30 am
Fri Office closed
Appointments with Pastor
available upon request.
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7) Develop an Amicable Separation Team thereby allowing the work of others in ministry to not be impeded.
8) That, as the Desert Southwest Conference desires to continue to be a Reconciling
Conference, the Conference shall seek and support a pathway of Amicable Separation, thereby allowing churches to separate and create a new denomination as
deemed appropriate by the forming bodies.
Please be in prayer for Bishop Hoshibata, Conference Leadership and delegates to this specially called Annual Conference.

Sept. 29 is the 5th Sunday of the month; therefore, wear
your Mission Bell shirts and join us for brunch after church
at Ironworks. Fun time visiting and getting to know someone better.

Single Board Governance Team (formerly known as the Administrative Council)

The SBGT met on August 26th at 7:00 p.m. Key items on the agenda included:
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1) Review of Finances – at the end of July there was $51,223 in the general fund;
$12,852 in the building maintenance fund (both unrestricted accounts. In the restricted accounts (specific to programs and generated by fund raising activities) there was
$39,386. Therefore in both unrestricted and restricted funds there was a total of $
103,461.
2)Property Management (Trustees):
a) A major water leak has been found under the sanctuary foundation. Work is
underway to correct the problem. The property management team will attempt
to reroute the main water line which currently goes under the building. A licensed plumber will complete the reconnection of a new line to the old line (in
the closet of the choir room).
b) Thermostats – all programmable thermostats are being set at comfort levels
during times of occupancy. During periods when the rooms are not occupied the
temperatures will be set at 84 degrees.
c) Front ‘lawn’ – a team of people has been reviewing potential options for creating a useable space in the area north of the sanctuary. Restoring the area to a
grass lawn was considered, but both the short and long term cost was found to
be prohibitive. The team, therefore, arrived at a plan to treat the area with a preemergent herbicide and cover the area in small rock; thereby allowing space to
be used for activities (fall festival – craft fair, etc). The team will present the project plan to the congregation for approval on September 15th following worship.
3) Human Resources Team (SPRC) – the Human Resources Team will be meeting prior to a Congregational Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on October 1st, 2019. Part of the October
1st meeting will include congregational approval of: a) return of the present pastor, b)
pastoral compensation, and other items related to current paid staff.
4) Pastoral Update – the pastor reported on a Special Annual Conference scheduled
for September 14 during which time delegates will review the resolutions reported in
the “Pastor’s Corner”. This meeting will offer a way forward for the DSUMC (Desert
Southwest United Methodist Conference) given the decisions that came out of the
2016 General Conference. For more information please go on-line (DSUMC) and
check out the Conference newsletter.

5) Next Meeting of SBGT September 16th at 7:00 pm.
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Property Management Team
This month has been very busy trying to find and repair water
leaks on our Church campus.
The drip system on the west side had a major leak due to tree
roots. We had to hand dig and cut roots with a chainsaw just to get
to the pipes. After much blood, sweat but no tears we accomplished our mission.
We continued on the hunt for leaks and on Saturday August 24, we
found that we have a slab leak under the rear of the church building. We are in the process of determining the best way to make repairs which will include repiping the feed around the rear of the
church building and thru the wall into the choir room to tie into
the existing system. Hope to have repairs complete soon.
Anyone willing to help will be greatly appreciated.
God Bless, Property Management Team.
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Another “Guess Who”

Our Guess Who person was born at home, on a farm, in Virginia.
At age 26, this person went on a “substitute date”. What is a substitute date, you may ask – because I sure did. It seems that a roommate was supposed to go on the
date, but this roommate got to feeling sick, so rather than cancel, our “secret person” went instead. Go figure! (Here is the funny part) Nine months after this substitute date happened, our “secret person” got married to the person from the date. That marriage has lasted for a very long time. On the other hand, the person who got
sick and missed the date, has never gotten married to this date. (so sad)
Now, in an effort to make things up to the unmarried friend, our “secret person” did set the friend up with a blind date. Unfortunately, that didn’t work out.
Our “secret person” did not have children, but did complete a degree in Behavioral Science at Grand Canyon College. So, beware of your actions around this person…You
may be studied. HaHa!!!! Kidding!
This person came to Mission Bell way back when the church was meeting in a school, so also helped in the construction of our current sanctuary building. Mission Bell
was close to home and the people were friendly – a match made in heaven.
Traveling was very much in the plan for the married couple. Travels took them to the Netherlands, France, Spain, Italy, Taiwan and Mexico. How excited it must have
been to live in, not just visit in, all of these countries.
Retirement has brought the couple back to AZ and Mission Bell, and we are lucky to have them both.
Do you have any idea, yet, who our mystery person is???? Well, let me give you a clue or two. This person taught Sunday School at Mission Bell and while overseas.
This person also lived in Saudi Arabia where the “restrictions” were troublesome, but workable.
Currently a member of a program called “Friendship Force”, which was started by Jimmy Carter and which promotes “Peace through Friendship”, and entails meeting
with and often visiting with other families from other states and even other countries, our “mystery person” recently traveled to Great Falls, MT and Spokane, WA to
visit with other members of the program.
So, did the clues help you to know that our secret person is Diane Mason? If not, would you have guessed her if I told you she and her husband Bob are active in square
dancing. And did you know they originally learned how to square dance in Saudi Arabia? Pretty cool! Diane also likes to read and do water aerobics. Be sure to give her
a big hug the next time you see her, and ask about all those “restrictions” and how she dealt with them…
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Fall Festival &

October 26, 2019
Fall Festival and Yard Sale
8:00 am to 3:00 pm
If you can help in any way
Contact Billie Kingsley (Festival)
602-541-0663
Brat1930@yahoo.com
Or Diane Jones (Yard Sale)
602-708-2641
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Christian Education

For the Adult bible study:
The Adult Bible will begin on Sunday, September 8th at 9:00 in Fellowship
hall. Team teachers will be Ethel Reynolds and Jim Truscott. We’re starting on a 6
week study of Rev. Andy Stanley’s book, “Ask it. The Question that will Revolutionize How you Make Decisions.”
There will be a short video at the start of each class, and then a discussion. The
books are available in the church office.
You’ll Never Make a Decision the Same Way Again
Should I take this job? Buy this house? Marry this person? We ask questions every day
about the choices we face. But are we asking the most important question of all?
In Ask It, Andy Stanley identifies the one question that makes it easy to determine the answer to all other questions. You’ll learn how to make decisions with confidence simply by
applying the question that brings clarity to life’s most challenging decisions.

The “ASK IT” books by Andy Stanley arrived. They will be used
in the adult Sunday School class as we start up again on Sept
8th. They are $11.79 each and can be found in the church
office.

For Grades K-6:
Starting Sept 8th 9a.m.
we will have a one room
school house for our kids.

The Christian Ed Committee met
on Aug. 19th when plans were
made for Sunday School and
other exciting fall activities. We
will keep you posted about
these activities including times
and dates.
The Christian Ed Comm
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Psalm 100 begins “…..make a joyful noise unto the Lord” It does
not say it has to be in perfect pitch!

Choir practice has started again after our summer break.
If anyone has questions regarding choir or rehearsals,
please call Diane (602-614-74960) We welcome anyone
who has a passion for singing.

Leah Rosanne Hoebbel

Saturday, October 5, 2019
10:30am
5825 W Grovers Ave

Glendale, AZ 85308
*Please join the family to celebrate their mother’s life.
served so folks can gather and share memories.

Brunch will be
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SAVE THE DATE - CONSIDER THIS
As you all know, our front yard at Mission Bell is looking desolate, which in turn causes passersby to
think our church has been abandoned, or at the very least, ignored.
We have struggled with this situation for a long time. Astronomical water bills, and maintenance
bills caused us to stop watering the grass, when we had grass. It was painful to watch the grass die
and then to watch beautiful trees also die. But, our budget was struggling, and we had no choice.
Now here we are today. Our budget is holding it’s own and we are slowly taking care of maintenance and repair items. We have found numerous water leaks and continue to fix them as soon as
we find them. We have considered several suggestions for landscaping the front yard – discussing
pros and cons of each, and we have come up with a plan that we sincerely hope you will consider.
Will it please everyone? NO! But, it is a first step. It will look nicer, will require low maintenance,
and other than an upfront cost, will not deplete our budget every month.
We propose clearing out and killing all weeds. Then grading the area and spraying a preemergent
throughout to stop new weed growth. And finally, covering the entire area with ½” washed Madison Gold granite. (The size was selected so it could easily and safely be walked on.) This will allow us
to use the area effectively for the Fall Festival and other events. And, in the future, if we choose,
we can add to, enhance or alter it as we wish. (If you want to see the selected Granite see me as I
have a sample)
Now, how will we pay for it you ask. Well in January of this year Fran Dean, a longtime member of
Mission Bell, passed away. To our surprise, and delight, we received a check from her estate in the
amount of $15,421.00. She wanted to help with the church beautification, and I am sure she would
be delighted to see her donation used for our front yard improvement. (Thank you so much Fran
for your loving gift.) Then, I ask you to consider making a donation to this effort as well. The bid is a
bit larger than the gift, and then there will be semi annual preemergent sprayings that need to be
completed to make sure weed control is maintained. This will be ongoing maintenance.
We will have a special meeting after worship service on Sept. 15th to discuss and vote on this proposal. Please pray about it, and consider it at this time so you will be prepared to vote on that date.
We want to have this transition completed prior to the Fall Festival set up, and time is of the essence. If you have questions, please, please come see me or call me before Sept. 15th. We can talk
about all the options that were considered and I can tell you why we are presenting this one as our
best option.

Approximate cost of each bag is $12.00.

July we handed out 33 bags serving 106 people.
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August we handed out 43 bags serving 113 people.

Missions

Food Pantry is open 1st & 3rd Sunday’s. Hours are 8am-9:30am. We
want to thank those that volunteer to work in the Pantry. The Pantry
would not be open without you. Your work of marking off bar codes,
counting inventory, stocking shelves, and filling bags all with smiles
when the Pantry is open is amazing.

School Mission: A huge thank you to Mission Bell for making this a success. Bellaire Elementary is in need
year round. Would you like to volunteer and become part of this team? They are wanting to start a clothing closet, currently are sending food items home with students, always need school supplies. I have contact information for the school. When all our items were delivered I was met with a huge hug and smile
from Shannon Steele. We need volunteers to start this mission.
Items delivered:
Backpack - 40
Glue sticks - 199
Scissors -20
Crayons (box of 24) - 58
Zipper pencil pouch - 4
Pencil box - 30
Dry erase markers - 8 (8pack)
Highlighters- 7 (12pack)

Colored pencils - 40 (12 pack)
Earbuds - 79
#2 pencils (Ticonderoga) - 228
Hand sanitizer with pump - 2
Rulers - 8
Folders - 10
Spiral notebook- 34
2 backpacks complete with all supplies
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September
Sun

1

Mon

2

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

Food pantry 8:00am
-9:30am

Office Closed
Church Service
10am (Communion
& pocket posse)

Fair Planning
Committee

Fellowship Time
After Service

8

9

Choir practice
6pm

1:30 @ church

10

11

Dessert Southwest follow up
annual conference meeting

SS 9am
Church 10am
Fellowship Time
After Service
Missions Meet in
room 9 11:15 am

Choir practice
6pm

15
16
Food pantry 8:00am
Mission mtg 9am in
Food Pantry room
SGBT 7pm
SS 9am
Church Service
10am Special vote
on plan for front of
church after service

17

22
SS 9am
Church Service
10am

24

23

Fellowship Time
After Service
29 SS 9am

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

Choir practice
6pm

Choir practice
6pm
30

Church Service
10am Wear your
church t-shirt
Church lunch @
Ironworks

***For AA meetings, check with the office

