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November 2019 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the Transformation of the World 

 

• PASTOR’S CORNER 

• HANGING OF THE GREENS 

• WHAT’S HAPPENING 
AROUND CHURCH?  

• SGBT 

• GUESS WH0 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

• CHOIR 

• THANK YOU 

•  MEDICARE/MEDICAID 

• MISSIONS 

• BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES 

• CALENDAR 

 

 

 
Pastor Doug Reynolds - 
topardon2538@gmail.com 
563-505-6387 
 
Sunday Worship  
         10 a.m. 
 Fellowship time follows worship 
4645 W. Bell Rd 
Glendale, AZ 85308 
 
Phone: 602-978-2281 
office@missionbellumc.com 
www.missionbellumc.com 
 
Office hours—Monday-
Thursday 8:30 -11:30 am 

Fri Office closed 

Appointments with Pastor 
available upon request. 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
THE BELL RINGER 

VOLUME 2 EDITION 12 

 

In my August newsletter article I posed some question that 
are often asked by United Methodist churches that struggle 
to maintain their membership and finances. 
  
Question number one was - “Why do people leave the 
church?” 
Question number two was - “Why do people stop attending 
the local United Methodist Church?” 
Question number three was - “What can the local church do 
to be a ‘more attractive worship alternative’?” 
 
Quite often we hear people saying, “We need more young 
couples in our church” or “We need more activities for chil-
dren”.  Church researchers, however, often say that the ef-
fective church needs to be more authentic.  When people 
visit the church they need to find people being an ‘authentic 
faith-community’. 
 
Last week end, I observed Mission Bell being authentic.  
One example was found at the Fall Festival and Craft Fair.  
What I saw at the event was ‘Mission Bell being an authen-
tic faith community’.    
 
An authentic faith community is evidenced by the smiles of 
its members.  An authentic faith community is found in the 
laughter and joy being spread among its members and 
shared with visitors. 
 
It wasn’t, however, just the events and actions of the day 
that said, ‘we are the church and we are an authentic faith 
community’.    A sense of authenticity was evidences as 
some members took door-hangers into their neighborhoods 
and had conversations with friends and neighbors; conversa-
tions that encouraged people to a part of Mission Bell’s fall 
celebration.   Although the door hangers invited folks to the 
Craft Fair, Yard Sale and Trunk or Treat, it was the smiles 
and conversations with neighbors that shared the truly au-
thentic Mission Bell. 
 
Then during the days prior to the Fall Festival/Craft Fair and 
Yard Sale the church was at its best.  Mission Bell folks 
stood together baking, cooking, and preparing meals for 
those who would come celebrate with the church.  The yard 
sale required folks to donate items while others priced, orga-
nized and stocked the tables.  

Out On a Mission  
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Oh, and then there were other members selling tickets for the food and baked goods while some 
clerked for the yard sale. 
 
It was fun to watch the smiles on peoples faces, both guest and fellow members.  There was laugh-
ter and a true sense of unity.  People rolled up their sleeves, stepped up to the tasks at hand, and 
formed what sincerely seemed to be a team - the authentic church. 
 
And, if that wasn’t enough of a true blessing, the Education and Vitality Action Ministry Teams 
hosted a “Trunk or Treat” at the neighborhood park on Sunday from 2:00-3:00 pm.  Thirteen cars 
lined up on 47th street to become ‘A Church Without Walls’.  Mission Bell opened its heart to the 
children of the church and neighborhood.   The ‘adult trunk keepers’ were smiling and laughing.  
Mission Bell’s authenticity as a family of God was seen in the eyes of the adults.  Over 50 children 
received some sweets and a lot of love from our adult trunk keepers. 
 
So, when those of us at Mission Bell start to compare ourselves to other churches or complain that 
we are not growing fast enough, we need to refocus on this question,  “Is Mission Bell a true ex-
pression of God’s authentic love”?   
 
The answer to that question is the key to Mission Bell’s continued growth as an authentic faith com-
munity! 
  
…………………………… 
 
THANK YOU! 
To the many well-wishers and those who sent cards expressing their appreciation during the pastor 
appreciation month (October)…..THANK YOU!  YOU are a blessing! 
pdoug  

Pastor’s Corner Con’t 



 3 

 

Stay for fun and fellowship when decorating our church 

for Advent.  

Sunday November 24th after 10am service. 

Spaghetti Dinner /potluck to follow.   
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE CHURCH? 
 
* A recent review of the fire extinguishers revealed that they were ‘years’ outdated.  Recently, 
all of the fire extinguishers in our buildings were updated and hung in accessible places. 
 
*  Two new recovery groups have joined our the existing recovery groups meeting on the Mis-
sion Bell campus. 
 
* A review of the wooden storage shed (out back) reveals that we have lots of pal-
lets……..anyone want a pallet? 
 
* Mission Bell is celebrating the reduction in water usage as a result of the repairs of the water 
line.   
 
* Have you had your flu shot?  Gotcha when you weren’t looking, hugh? 
 
* Choir is practicing at 8:45 am on Sunday mornings before church……you don’t have an ex-
cuse now. 
 
* Who will give a hug to our ‘snack-master’ for the treats after church? 
 
* And, who will give a hug to those who voluntarily staff the church office - Pat Stulce, Diane 
Jamison, Sharon Bishop, Colleen Lathrop and Helen Ciba! 
 
 
…………………………. 
NEW MEMBERS OFFICIALLY JOINING OUR CHURCH IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 
 
Please welcome Sara and Marshall Militano to the Mission Bell Family of Faith.   We are to be a 
blessing as we are blessed. Sara and Marshall have already been a blessing to our church in many 
ways!   
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October 2019 SBGT Meeting Minutes 

 

PRESENT: Tony Lee, Judi Kimbrell, Dee Walker, Billie Kingsley, Pam Soland, Greg Soland, Jim Truscott, 

Helen Ciba, Nick Nicholson, Colleen Lathrop, Gary Ciba, and Pastor Reynolds 

1.0  PRAYER:  Prayers for Kimberly, Kent and Kevin.  Jim Truscott opened the meeting with prayer. 

2.0 MANAGEMENT TEAM UPDATES” 

2.01 FINANCE – a) 2020 budget is being prepared for review and approval the November 

2019 Charge Conference; b) potential increase of $500 per month for monthly contribution of 

$2,000 ; input is needed on special Christmas offering. 

 *Monthly financial overviews of expenditures for Management Teams (Property Man-

agement, Human Resources, etc) and Action Ministry Teams (Missions, Youth, Worship, etc.) 

will be available in the office the second week of the month. 

2.02 HUMAN RESOURCES/SPRC – a) Pastor’s compensation is projected to be $45,900 for 

2020 (increase of $3,400 or health insurance, continuing education, and Annual Conference 

expenses); b) the D.S. asked if Mission Bell UMC would consider sharing a pastor with another 

church in the area.   

2.03 PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/TRUSTEES – a) PM will assume responsibility for managing 

and administering the Memorial Garden activities (as well as administering Memorials; A re-

view of the cost of electric is being conducted. 

3.0  COMMUNICATIONS – a) articles for the November newsletter need to be submitted by the 

20th of the previous month; b) bulletin information needs to be submitted to Helen Ciba on the Tues-

day of the week preceding worship; c) we will review strategies for Holiday advertising. 

4.0 PASTOR’S UPDATE – a) the 2019 Charge Conference will be held on November 21st at 7:00 

PM, Rev Court Fischer presiding; b) an Advent Study is being considered on Tuesday 

evenings at 7:00 PM. 

The next SBGT meeting will be held on November 18th at 7:00 PM 

Tony Lee (chair) closed with prayer.  
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Our mystery person was born in Cincinnati, Ohio on a sweet corn farm. (We sure do have a lot of 

folks, in our church, who were born and raised on farms don’t we?)  With wonderful parents and two 

fabulous sisters, life growing up was wonderful.   

Then came marriage and a move to AZ where the spouse had a job offer at Honeywell.  The job went 

well, but the marriage didn’t fare so well.  And it was back to the single life. 

Working at a car wash equipment manufacturing company, our mystery person then met the love of 

his/her life.  It’s the age old story of boss meets secretary and love blossoms.  The marriage was a 34 

yr. love affair.  The family grew with one son, currently living in Ohio and a daughter living in Mari-

copa, AZ. Then four grandkids and 3 great grandkids joined in the fun.     

The spouse was an entrepreneur and was forever coming up with new business ideas, so our mystery 
person often had to do reality checks to curb the enthusiasm.  One of the business adventures was a 
landscaping service  that dealt with palm trees and their diseases– thus the email address for our 
person mystery person (palmdoctor@cox.net) who was active in the business.  (Now don’t cheat and 
pull out your church directory to figure out who this is.) And can’t we all just have too much fun try-
ing to come up with a juicier explanation for that email address?  Several others have tried and/or 
done so. 
Another business venture that the spouse wanted to expand upon was a shirt that he/she designed 

for dialysis patients to help keep them warm during dialysis.  Yes, the spouse fought the cancer battle 

and in 2015 lost that battle.  So, this new venture never came to fruition. 

Our mystery person spent a great deal of time watching others play pool before joining in and having 

more fun.  Competition followed as a state championship was won and then a competition, in Las Ve-

gas, for the championship, ensued. Team fun continues while participation happens on two leagues. 

While on one league, our mystery person was given a construction worker’s “Safety Vest” for being a 

“Safe” player. That means that while playing, he/she was known for making sure the opponent didn’t 

get a clear shot.  I guess you could say “don’t mess with this aggressive player.”   

When asked why he/she came to Mission Bell, I was told “well it was close and I had sort of fallen 

away from church going.  When I walked in, the first song that was played was Morning is Broken, 

which just happens to be my favorite song.  I just knew I had found home.” 

Have you guessed who our mystery person is? Please tell me you didn’t cheat to figure it out.  Next 

time you are in church, just look for the choir member with beautiful long blonde hair.  Go up and say 

hello, after service of course, to Merry Robertson.  Yes, the Merry is because she was born close to 

Christmas.  Dec. 22nd in fact. 

 

Submitted by Judy Kimbrell 

mailto:palmdoctor@cox.net
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 Christian Education 
 

The Sunday Adult Bible study 
is continuing with  (Bishop) 
Rev. Reuben Job’s video and 
book, “Living Fully, Dying 
Well”  with some GREAT dis-
cussions on Aging for Chris-
tians.   

The class meets in Fellowship 
hall at 9:00 on Sun-
days.  Even if you can only 
attend one class, please join 
us!!!   

    November topics: 

    Our Culture’s View of Aging 

    Finding Purpose and Mean-
ing 

    Getting it all Together 

    Practical Decisions 

 

The Christian Education Team is planning 

a Sunday School move to the Sunburst 

Paradise Park in January.  We will include 

activities for grades Kindergarten through 

6th grade.  Would you like to help? 

Contact Blanche Bowman.   
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A practice day change!!!!!!!!!  To facilitate the schedule 

changes of several members starting Sunday, October 6th 

choir will practice from 8:45am to 9:45am in the choir 

room. We will no longer be practicing on Tuesdays.  

So…..this might make it easier for some additional folks to 

join us on Sunday mornings.  Give us a try especially with 

holidays just around the corner. 

Save the dates: 

Advent study coming up facilitated by Pastor Doug. 

* Following dates reflect a slight change from the dates published in 

the Oct Newsletter.  

 Tuesday, Nov 26, Dec 3, 10, 17 from 7-

8:16pm. Book entitled, “The Good, The Bad, 

and the Ugly” by Richard Wilke. ($7.79) 

Spend a bit of time strengthening your spir-

itual journey at a special time of year.   Time 

well spent. Please sign up on sheet at 
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A BIG 
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED 
WITH OUR CRAFT FAIR & YARD SALE.  
IT TOOK FOLKS: 

•  PLANNING 

•  ADVERTISING 

•   SHOPPING 

•   CONTRIBUTING 

•   SETTING UP 

•   VOLUNTEERING THE DAY OF 

•   TAKING DOWN 

•   PRAYING, PRAYING, PRAYING 

 

Financial Update: 

Yard Sale:  $1271.44 

Bake Sale: $370.80 (Mature Group) 

Fall festival food:  $792.00 

Income from vendors:  $990 

Total:  $3,424.24 

• A few expenses still outstanding 
 

A big thank you to Billy and Diane for taking leadership roles in this 
effort.  You are appreciated!! 

MISSIONS 
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TRUNK OR TREAT 

SPIDERS AND WITCHES AND BEARS, OH MY! 

 Sunburst Paradise Park was full of Halloween spirit on the afternoon of Sunday, 
October 27.  Over 40 costumed children and their parents and pets participated 
in Mission Bell’s Trunk or Treat event.  Thank you to all the people from Mission 
Bell who opened their trunks and decorated for our neighborhood children. Felici-
ty and Zander looked adorable in their costumes!          
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Submitted by Dee Walker 

 

*The church does not endorse this agent but you may find her helpful. 

 

MEDICARE/MEDICAID INFORMATION 

 

 

With the Medicare enrollment ending December 7th, 2019 - please read the following: 

 

If you have questions about any changes within the Medicare/Medicaid Programs 

or if you need a review of your Medicare Plan in comparison to others 

that may cover all of your medical needs: 

 

Call;  MARGIE SCHAEFER SHE IS A MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SPECIALIST (she is willing to do this, just so we are in-
formed...) 

She is an Independent Insurance Agent in Arizona  

She is very knowledgeable and ready and willing to assist you with the  

understanding of your Plan and coverage.  She also has information about  

the new changes coming up for Medicare and Medicaid.  

Please feel free to call Margie at 623-680-6112 or email at margie@beyondmail.net.. 

 

Thank You so much, 

Delores Walker (Dee) 
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Mission team received $130 
from the pocket posse and served 85 people with 31 bags being handed out. 

Our team will have a table setup by the narthex for alternative Christmas. Our 
mission again this year is the Heifer Project. Look for the table on November 
24 and December 8.  

 

 

 

MISSIONS 

Sara Givens, a former long time member of Mission Bell, has had a lot 

of medical issues as many of you know.  After a lengthy rehab she is in 

her apartment and very relieved about that.  In case you would ldike to 

send caring thoughts, her address is: 

 

Lincoln Meadows 

10001 S. Oswego St.  

Parker, Colorado  80134 

Please pray for her continuing health concerns.       

                                           Submitted by Colleen 
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November  2019     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

Food Pantry 8am 

Choir Prac 8:45 

SS 9am 

Church 10am 

Fellowship Time 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

7 8 

Office Closed 

9 

 

10 

Choir Prac 8:45am 

SS 9am 

Church 10am  

Fellowship Time  

11 

Office Closed 

Veterans’ Day 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 14 
 
 

15 

Office Closed 

16 

 

17 

Food Pantry 8am 

Choir prac 8:45am 

SS 9am 

Church Service 
10am   

Fellowship Time 

18 

 

SBGT 7pm 

 

 

19 

Staff Mtg 8:30am 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 
 
Charge Conf 
7pm 

22        

Office Closed 

Dec. Newsletter 

articles due to E. 

Reynolds 

23 

24 

Choir Prac 8:45am 

SS 9am 

Church 10am 

Hanging of the 
Greens & spaghetti 
dinner 

25 

 

 

 

26 

Advent Study 

7pm in Fellow-

ship Hall.  

 

27 28      
Office Closed 
 
  

29       

Office Closed 

30 

 

Choir Prac 8:45am 

SS 9am  

Church Service 
10am  

Brunch @ Ironwood 

      

***For AA meetings, check with the office 


