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THE BELL RINGER

PASTOR DOUG’S CORNER
I have been trying to find ‘my’ way-forward as a result of the ‘new normal’
brought on by the pandemic. I recently picked up a book entitled, “Think
Again” by Adam Grant (a professor at The Warton School – University of
Pennsylvania). The book was partially written during the pandemic and
published in 2021. It reflects on how things change but people are often stuck
in the past and can’t find their way out of old habits.
I started reading the book because I am a firm believer in the need to keep my
mind engaged in new thought and ideas. Grant says that people often slip into
one of 3 mindsets: 1) the preacher mindset, which engages when sacred
beliefs are in jeopardy (not necessarily religious beliefs); 2) prosecutor mindset,
which sees the flaws in other people’s thinking; and 3) politician mindset, which
engages when we are seeking to win over a person or audience.
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Out On a Mission

All of these mindsets have limitations – primarily that they don’t allow for new
thoughts and ideas.
The pandemic is an example. How many times have you heard Dr. Fauci or
others refer to the science behind the disease and the cure? How many people have refused to acknowledge the science? So, the ‘scientific mindset’ gets
little attention.
The Nobel Prize for Chemistry was awarded to Swedish scientist Svante
Arrhenius in 1903. He predicted global warming in 1896. We now refer to his
work as we discuss ‘Climate Science’.
Between 1935 – 1938 severe drought hit parts of Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas,
New Mexico and Colorado. Remember the play “The Grapes of Wrath”?

Pastor Doug Reynolds topardon2538@gmail.com
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Grant says that according to his research, the process of rethinking unfolds in a
cycle: Stage 1 – intellectual humility – ‘I ain’t the brightest bulb on the string;
Stage 2 – doubt – I thought I knew but maybe I need to be more open;
Stage 3 – curiosity – OK, so let’s take a closer and find answers that will lead
us forward;
and Stage 4 – discovery – so, now, knowing what we know and what we don’t
know, what do we need to change?

Phone: 602-978-2281
office@missionbellumc.com
www.missionbellumc.com

As the pandemic dragged on I had hopes that the United Methodist General
Conference or the Annual Conferences would begin to address the need to
change our mode of thinking and organizational structure.

Appointments with Pastor
available upon request.

(Continued on Page 2)
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Iowa Annual Conference once had 12 districts, then 8 districts and last year voted to reduce it
to 5 districts with a ‘circuit rider focus’. The intent is to maintain a connectional system which
addresses the needs of all United Methodist churches in Iowa.
Here’s where my mind is focused *Maybe this pandemic is our wake-up call!
*Maybe the church has to stop remembering who it was. It has been trying to
recreate the past!
*Maybe the church has to move on to new ideas, objectives and vistas.
*Maybe some of our programs and ministries have to change.
*Maybe we have to ask……’What do we do that is effective? What do we do that
is ineffective?’
*Maybe we have become too lax in our attitude about who needs to hear the
Good News.
*Maybe we have lost the excitement about our faith and future.
*Maybe I need to stop right here and let you do your ‘maybes’.
I’m ready to stop pontificating and put some boots on the ground.
HOLY SPIRIT, GUIDE US FORWARD; EYES ON CHRIST AND ALL HANDS ON DECK!

A new Church Treasurer will be nominated at the Charge
Conference on November 14, 2021.

Jim Truscott, Mission Bell Lay Leader is now serving on several Conference level commissions:
Equitable Compensation Commission which recommends subsidies for struggling
churches and sets recommended salary levels for clergy based on years of service.
Communications Commission. This Commission was recently revitalized under the
leadership of Cheri Hull, a Management Consultant. The Commission is focusing on:
Connectional (external) Communications
Community (internal) Communications
Leadership
The Commission is drafting a plan to enhance communications at all levels throughout
the conference and community. This will be presented to Bishop Bob in September
and with our new Interim Bishop in October.
Communications committee “Tuesday Talks.” We hold weekly zoom meetings focused on
enhancing communications. These talks have been great for sharing information among
the churches in the conference.
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It’s Time to Give Again!
By Dr. Tony Lee, SBGT Lead
Yes, it is that time of year again! It is time to talk about church finances and stewardship. Last year, we held our own financially with your generous giving as well as financial assistance from the government. This year, Mission Bell is falling a bit behind on
our finances.

If you have been a faithful giver over the past 2 years, THANK YOU for keeping this
ministry going! If you have not given regularly, it is time to GIVE AGAIN! As our ministry has opened back up, the expenses for our church have risen as our utility usage is
up.
To help Mission Bell out, please consider giving your BEST gift. Your best gift is the
one that is carefully considered (within your personal budget), prayerfully considered
(pray about all things), and cheerfully given (for God loves a cheerful giver). Thank you
for your consideration as we build toward our “new normal” for Mission Bell Church!

In addition to your financial support, please consider giving of your time and talents to
volunteer ministries at Mission Bell Church. We have opportunities in all parts of our
ministry. We are particularly in need of someone who is willing to work on our website
and/or social media. Please keep an eye out in other parts of this newsletter and other
church communications for volunteer opportunities.
Friends, thank you for your participation at Mission Bell. And, remember, it is time to
GIVE AGAIN!

Yours in Christ,
Tony Lee
SBGT Team Lead
SBGT (Single Board Governance Team)
Members are: Tony Lee, Team Lead; Jim Truscott, Lay Leader;
Larry Bishop, Greg Soland, Property Management;
Helen Ciba, Pam Soland and Marshall Militano, SPRC;
Diane Jamison, Worship;
Dee Walker, At-Large;
Nick Nicholson, Billie Kingsley, Gary Ciba, Finance;
Colleen Lathrop, Facilities;
Doug Reynolds, Pastor.
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
The Property Management Team has been busy this summer despite the heat
and monsoon storms. We have trimmed all of the large trees and several of the
smaller trees. Because of all the trimming and having to go to the dump, we
decided we needed a larger dumpster. Waste Management was contacted and
we upgraded from a 4-yard dumpster to a 6-yard dumpster, which now allows us
to put trimmings in the dumpster instead of going to the dump.
I hope you have noticed Building A and Building B have been painted. We have
added a cross to the north end of Building A.
By the time this newsletter reaches you, the Bell Tower should be painted. It will
be the same base color as Buildings A and B, with the columns done in tan.
We are anxious to have our Sanctuary painted before our Anniversary
Celebration. (No more Taco Bell colors.)
Special thanks to our team members for all the work that has been done and will
be continuing.
Hoping you all are safe and well,
Larry G Bishop, Property Management Team Leader

A Huge Mission Bell
THANK YOU to our
“Yard Guys”!
Larry Bishop, Greg Soland,
Darb Cochran

You have no idea how
proud we are for the way
you make Mission Bell look
so wonderful!
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU
After a recent summer monsoon storm, one of the windows in the
Fellowship Hall was cracked, some rain got in, and the pleated heavy
cardboard curtains on one side of the room blew down and got wet.
The AA Altering Attitudes group that meets in Fellowship Hall Monday—
Saturday from 6 AM to 8 AM asked if they could purchase some blinds to
replace the pleated ones. Colleen, our Facilities Coordinator, told them
that would be wonderful. Not only did they purchase blinds for one side
of the room, but BOTH SIDES! Colleen sent a thank you card from
Mission Bell to say how much we appreciated their act of kindness. The
blinds look wonderful in Fellowship Hall. Notice them the next time you
go in. Thank you again to the AA Altering Attitudes group!

STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE

(SPRC)

We will meet at 6:00 PM on Monday, November 22, 2021,
before the Charge Conference. It will be an opportunity to
meet our new District Superintendent, Rev. Javier Olivares.
We will complete the forms necessary for our report to the
congregation and the Conference.

Choir Rehearsal is at 3:00 PM each
Tuesday, in the Sanctuary.
If you are interested in singing with the
choir, come to rehearsal. The choir will
be singing a special anthem for the
45th Anniversary Celebration on Sunday,
November 14th. Come, sing with us!
Contact Diane Jamison for more
information. (602-614-7496)
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Sunday Adult Bible Study:
This class meets each Sunday morning at 8:45 AM in the Fellowship Room.
New Study Synopsis:
What different kinds of books are in the New Testament? When, how, and why were they written?
And why did some books, and not others, come to be collected into what Christians came to consider the canon of scripture that would define their belief for all time? With these 12 lectures, get a
fast-moving yet thorough introduction to these and other key issues in the development of Christianity. Designed to deepen the understanding of both Christians and non-Christians alike, this lecture series takes as its perspective the historical, rather than the theological, issues behind the development of the Bible. And it's an illuminating perspective, indeed, ranging across issues of language, oral history, the physical limitations of spreading the written word at a time when the printing press lay far in the future, and, of course, the theological forces that were shaping Christianity,
molding a commonly accepted canon from the various expressions of the faith spreading across
the ancient world. Professor Bart Ehrman (who is a New Testament scholar at the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill) recreates the context of the times in which the canon was being assembled so that you can understand what the message of each written work would have meant to
ancient Christians. You'll come to see how the diverse books of the New Testament were gathered
together into the form we now know, whether it's the four canonical Gospels (whose authorship
was only attributed by later Christians), the book of Acts, the 21 Epistles, or the book of Revelation
(sometimes called the Apocalypse of John). These lectures are a compelling introduction not only
to the development of the Christian canon, but to all of the forces that would play a role in early
Christian history.

We’ll be studying the first 6 lectures and then take a break to do an Advent Study, and Resume
with this series in the New Year.
Please join us for a Great discussion. –these units are “stand alone,” so if you don’t have time to
attend the whole series, please join us. We welcome “drop ins.”
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The Mission Bell Church Office is staffed with volunteers. Each serves on a specific day, and
has different duties. All staff take telephone messages and collect the mail. All also have
general office duties.
Meet the volunteers:
Monday: Christine Nolan and Pam Soland count the collection from Sunday and deposit
funds. They are the liaison between the Mission Bell and our accountant—delivering bills to be
paid and picking up checks to be issued. Both are NEW!

Tuesday: Diane Jamison records and attaches funds to giving parties
from the Sunday collection. Diane records Sunday attendance.
Wednesday: Merry Robertson organizes the office and assists with the
Newsletter. Merry is the NEWEST office volunteer!
Thursday: Colleen Lathrop facilitates rentals of our classrooms and Fellowship Hall. Colleen maintains the Schedule of Usage for Mission Bell.
She collects and records rental payments.
Friday: The Office is Closed. (This is the day Helen Ciba generally comes in to print the
bulletin for Sunday.)

The date for our CHURCH CHARGE CONFERENCE has
been set for 7:00 PM on Monday, November 22, 2021. The
Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), will meet an hour
before the Charge Conference in the Choir Room. This will
be an opportunity for us to meet our new Missional Strategist
and West District Superintendent, Rev. Javier Olivares.
Please plan to attend the meeting, as this is when we
celebrate the year of ministry since the last Conference, and
set the course of ministry for the coming year.

In September, our Food Pantry served 66 people with
30 bags given. The Food Kitchen provided 67 boxes,
serving 268 people.
SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL WHO WORK IN EITHER
THE FOOD PANTRY OR THE FOOD KITCHEN.

8

Mission Bell participated in a Habitat for Humanity
Build. The home was dedicated on September 18,
2021. For our participation, Larry Bishop, Property
Management Team Lead was presented a 2021
plaque, as well as a 2020 plaque for last year’s
build. The presentation was made by Leroy Stulce
and Cathy Vocelka.
We learned on October 10 that Leroy Stulce and
Cathy Vocelka will have more information soon
about the Next Mighty Methodist Coalition build!
For more information, call Cathy Vocelka at:
623-434-1034
ANGEL TREE IS COMING! We’ll be getting the
children’s names soon! Such an exciting time of
the year for Mission Bell. We have supported this
worthy mission for over 20 years. Children whose
parents are incarcerated so appreciate that their
parents remembered them! The $20 gifts of fun
items and clothing are such a blessing, to us as
well as to the children and their parents.
Thank you, Mission Bell!

Mission Bell Food Pantry and Food Kitchen are being advertised in
the local community Bell Ringer Magazine monthly (at no charge),
the Desert Sky Middle School Facebook page and NEXTDOOR
weekly. Thank you, Marshall and Sarah Militano, for arranging this
for us!

GO OUT INTO THE COMMUNITY
The Vitality Team
VITALITY: the act of being strong and active
What is our purpose? What is our mission?
To introduce Mission Bell to our neighbors

What are our goals as a team?
To share the good news of Jesus Christ through a variety of activities

Christ Community UMC
104 W. Western Avenue
Avondale
November 6, 2021
10 AM to 3 PM
Crafts, Food, Games,
Photo Booth, Fun and
Friends

Dove of the Desert UMC
7201 W Beardsley Road
Glendale
November 13, 2021
10 AM to 3 PM
Lite Lunch, Stocking
Stuffers, Gifts for Your
Loved Ones
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REMINDERS
Ann Brac continues to use old calendars of any size to make memory books
for those suffering from Alzheimer's. Bring your calendars to church and put in
a tub on the cart in the narthex marked Memory Calendars.
October Birthdays

2-Lois Miller
8-Lee Mullins
13-Rosemary Miller
14-Colleen Lathrop
17-Lynette Arnold
20-Tiffiny Strever
22-Elana Johanson
22-Carolyn Waldran
24-John Bowman

October Anniversaries
25-John and Pat Harrington

Prayers For Our Churches
Trinity UMC, Phoenix
Trinity UMC, Yuma
Sedona UMC, Sedona

November Birthdays

4-Sharon Bishop
6-Pat Stulce
7-Eric Johanson
9-Mary Lou Reisenbigler
12-Gary Johanson
16-Dolores Gozzer
22-Clarence Daniels
27-Daryl Allsup
November Anniversaries
27-Joan Klein
30-Jack and Beverly Stanfield
30-Pauline Bevins

Prayers For Our Churches
Shepherd of the Hills UMC, Sun City West
Shepherd of the Valley UMC, Phoenix
Spirit of Hope UMC, Peoria
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We need counters to count offering after Sunday
church service. If you can serve in this capacity,
please leave your name at the front office. We need
two people counting each Sunday. You may sign up
for as few or as many months as you are available.

We need volunteers to help in the Food Pantry.
Tasks include packing the food bags to give out on
Sunday during the Food Pantry, and to assist in
meeting and greeting the folks who come for food.

REMEMBER:
Celebrating 45 Years
of Mission Bell
Sunday, November 14
Special Worship
followed by a
Fellowship Meal.

Are you interested
in helping with
food, fun or
fellowship?
Contact either Tony
Lee, Chairperson
of SBGT or Pastor
Doug Reynolds.
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Do you shop Amazon? Here’s another
opportunity for you to support Mission
Bell. Sign up at smile.amazon.com.
Sign into your Amazon account.
Choose Mission Bell as your charity.
Be sure to sign into smile.amazon.com
each time you shop! If you use the
Amazon app, find settings in the menu.
Tap on Amazon Smile and follow the
directions. Be sure Amazon Smile
appears before you shop!

Thank you to all who shop at
Fry’s and have selected Mission
Bell as the recipient of your
donations. We earned $54.67
June through August. Register
to be one of our shoppers at
Fry’s. Our code is: KH448.

FrysFood.com/CommunityRewards
Telephone: 1-866-221-4141
Mission Bell UMC is #KH448
Please note this new number
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October 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat
2

Food Kitchen
8:00 – 10:00 am

3

4

5 3:00 PM

6

7

8

Food Pantry 8 am

9
Food Kitchen
8:00— 10:00 am

Bible Study 8:45 am
Worship 10 am

World Communion
Sunday

10
Bible Study 8:45 am
Worship 10 am

17
Food Pantry 8 am

11

12 3:00 PM

SBGT MEETING

14

15

19 3:00 PM

20

21

22

Bible Study 8:45 am
Worship 10 am

23
Food Kitchen
8:00— 10:00 am

Bible Study 8:45 am
Worship 10 am

24

16
Food Kitchen
8:00— 10:00 am

November
newsletter
articles due!

7:00 (ZOOM)

18

13

25

26 3:00 PM

27

28

29

30
Food Kitchen
8:00— 10:00 am

31
Bible Study 8:45 am
Worship 10 am

***For AA meetings, check with the office

November 2021
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2 3:00 PM

14

Wed

3

Thu

4

Fri

5

Sat

6
Food Kitchen
8:00 – 10:00 am

7
Food Pantry
8 AM—9:30 AM
Bible Study
8:45 am

8 Office Staff
9 3:00 PM
Meeting 8:30 AM

10

11

12

13
Food Kitchen
8:00— 10:00 am

VETERANS DAY

SBGT MEETING
7:00 PM (ZOOM)

Worship 10 am
14 Bible Study
15
8:45 AM
December
Worship 10 AM

16 3:00 PM

21
22
Food Pantry
SPRC MEETING
8 AM—9:30 AM
6:00 PM
Bible Study
8:45 AM
CHARGE
Worship 10 AM
CONFERENCE
7:00 PM

23 3:00 PM

28Bible Study 8:45

30 3:00 PM

17

18

19

Food Kitchen
8:00— 10:00 am

Newsletter Articles
DUE!

29

20

24

25
26
THANKSGIVING
DAY

27
Food Kitchen
8:00— 10:00 am

Worship 10 AM

***For AA meetings, check with the office

